
The University of Amsterdam’s (UvA) open, tolerant and international academic tradition dates to 

1632 when its predecessor, the Athenaeum Illustre, was founded by two prominent academics. Since 

then, the UvA has grown into a world-class international research university with over 30,000 students, 

3,000 PhD researchers, 6,000 staff, and 100 different nationalities. The University ranks among 

Europe’s 20 best universities.

BioOne Complete offers the ability to acquire quality titles which 

would otherwise be difficult to get. [It] provides a cost-effective way to 

subscribe to bioscience titles and being well below the average inter-

library loan cost, is very positive. If universities are looking for biology 

packages, then yes, I would recommend BioOne Complete.
– George Meerburg, Bioscience Information Specialist

University of Amsterdam

Producing Some of Europe’s Most  
Distinguished Bioscience Research

Mr. George Meerburg has been the Bioscience 

Information Specialist for UvA since 2000. He 

advises library purchases and acquisitions, and sits 

on the library committee for four of the life science 

institutes that he manages. 

The Knowledge Exchange Agreement allowed all 

Dutch institutions to access BioOne Complete free 

of charge for three years, 2009 to 2011. The library 

committee at UvA evaluated the value of BioOne 

Complete during this period, and saw a high 

level of usage from the Zoology and Toxicology 

departments, among others.
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BioOne Complete offers 53 Zoology titles, including African 

Zoology, Copeia, Journal of Ethnobiology, Malacologia, 

South American Journal of Herpetology, Ursus, Wilderness & 

Environmental Medicine, Zoosystema.

UvA decided to continue with a paid subscription to BioOne 

Complete after the Knowledge Exchange Agreement 

concluded. Then, in 2013-2014, the Zoology and Toxicology 

departments moved to Leiden University. Continuing to 

promote and evaluate BioOne, Mr. Meerburg and his team 

again identified increased usage of BioOne Complete, 

particularly in the areas of Ecology and Evolution. This 

coincided with BioOne’s addition of more ecology and 

evolution journals particularly relevant for these departments 

and of interest to biologists and researchers. With 62 titles in 

Ecology and 20 titles in Evolutionary Biology, including niche 

titles like Freshwater Science, BioOne Complete has become 

an attractive and valuable investment for UvA.

There are currently 204 BioOne papers published by authors 

from UvA, which helps boost the University’s profile and 

reputation across Europe and around the world. “We are also 

sympathetic to the publication model, being not for profit and 

a mission-based organisation is positive,” said Mr. Meerburg. 

“BioOne Complete supports open access, too, which is also 

very important in the Netherlands.”
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BioOne Complete is a database of over 200 subscribed and open-access titles in the biological, 
ecological, and environmental sciences. Providing libraries with cost-effective access to  
high-quality, curated research and independent society publishers with a dynamic, community-
based platform.
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Contact sales@BioOne.org today for a free trial of BioOne Complete.


